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SUBJECT: WMO INFORMAL PLANNING MEETING ON AUTOMATION OF WEATHER 
REPORTING BY AIRCRAFT, DECEMBER 15-18 

1. SUBJECT MEETING COMPLETED ITS WORK UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF DR T. 

MOHR 

(FRG), WITH EXPERTS FROM SEVEN COUNTRIES AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
IATA 

AND ICAO. THE MEETING PROVIDED EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSION 
OF US PLANS TO INTRODUCE PROTOTYPE OF ELECTRONIC PACKAGE (ASDAR) 

THAT CAN BE INSTALLED ON WIDE-BODIES AIRCRAFT. THIS EQUIPMENT, BEING 
DEVELOPED JOINTLY BETWEEN NASA AND NOAA, ENABLES AUTOMATIC SELECTION 
OF METEOROLOGICAL PARAMETERS RECORDED IN FLIGHT AND THEIR SUB- 
SEQUENT RELAY VIA METEOROLOGICAL SATELLITES TO GROUND STATIONS. 

2. INITIAL CONCERNS OVER US PLANS WERE ALLAYED BY MEETING, WHICH 
SUBSEQUENTLY GAVE GENERAL SUPPORT TO OUR PROPOSALS. HOWEVER, IATA 
REPRESENTATIVE WAS CONCERNED THAT, AS CONSEQUENCE OF INTRODUCTION OF 
ASDAR, ICAO PROCEDURES MIGHT BE ALTERED SO FAR AS TO REQUIRE SEPARATE 
TRANSMISSION OF METEOROLOGICAL REPORTS BY SATELLITE. REASONS 
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THAT DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH REQUIREMENTS MIGHT LEAD TO ADDITIONAL 
USER CHARGES ON AIR CARRIERS. IATA AND FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES 
BROUGHT UP NEED TO HARMONIZE AUTOMATED TRANSMISSION VIA METEO- 
ROLOGICAL SATELLITE WITH THOSE THAT MIGHT BE REQUIRED AT SOME 
FUTURE TIME VIA AERONAUTICAL SATELLITE. 

3. FINAL REPORT WAS NOT FINALIZED BY MEETING. INSTEAD, 

THE SECRETARY WAS AUTHORIZED TO COMPLETE ITS DRAFTING THROUGH 
CONSULTATION WITH CHAIRMAN AND US AND NETHERLANDS EXPERTS 
EARLY IN NEW YEAR. IT WAS AGREED THAT INFORMATION PAPER 
BASED ON FINAL REPORT WOULD BE PREPARED BY SECRETARIAT FOR 
PRESENTATION TO ICAO 9TH NAVIGATION CONFERENCE. 

4. IT WAS ALSO URGED THAT THE US MAKE A TECHNICAL PRESENT- 
ATION TO ICAO CONFERENCE OF PROPOSED ASDAR PACKAGE AND 
RELATED OPERATING PROCEDURES. IN ADDITION, WMO SECRETARIAT 
WILL HAVE PREPARED A PLANNING REPORT WHICH WILL CONTAIN 
DETAILED TECHNICAL EXPLANATION OF US PROPOSALS AND 
POTENTIALITIES OF THE PROPOSED SYSTEM. 

5. THE MEETING RECOGNIZED THAT FUNDING WOULD BE SERIOUS 
PROBLEM THAT MIGHT PREVENT FULL EVALUATION OF US ASDAR 
PACKAGES, AND SUGGESTED THAT INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE EFFORTS 
BE ORGANIZED UNDER WMO, ALONG LINES OF WMO VOLUNTARY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (VAP). IT WAS EXPECTED THAT THESE POSSIB- 
ILITIES COULD BE FURTHER EXPLORED AT INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
PLANNING CONFERENCE FOR FGGE IN FEBURARY 1976 AND AT SPECIAL 
VAP DONORS' MEETING THAT WILL PRECEDE IT. IT WILL BE IMPORTANT 
FOR US AND OTHER DELEGATIONS TO THESE MEETINGS TO 

BE PREPARED FOR DISCUSSION OF THIS POSSIBILITY AND BE ABLE TO 
MAKE COMMITMENTS OR OFFERS AT THAT TIME. DALE 
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